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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Open Space & Recreation Committee 
Meeting of August 19, 2019 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a public meeting of the Open Space & Recreation Committee (OSRC) was held on Monday August 19, 
2019 at 7:30 pm in the Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor. 
 
The OSRC was formed in September 2016 and given the following charge by the Board of Selectmen: 
 Work to deliver a comprehensive update to the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). Once completed and approved, establish 
a process of ongoing review and updating of the OSRP as appropriate.  
o Based on the findings of the OSRP, work with the Board of Selectmen and other relevant Town boards, commissions, and committees 

to maintain a list of target properties considered desirable for protection for various municipal uses.  
o Work with private property owners and non-profit agencies to identify opportunities to preserve open space and funding sources to 

support these preservation efforts.  
o Work with the Board of Selectmen to identify properties that are better suited for development than preservation and support the 

creation of a strategic plan to address these opportunities.  
o Work to support adoption of planning, zoning, and assessment practices and policies that reinforce the objective of preserving and 

acquiring open space in the Town of Wenham.  
o Provide progress reports to the Board of Selectmen as appropriate or as requested and make recommendations to the Board of 

Selectmen and to Town Meeting regarding the acquisition of open space for municipal purposes.  
On June 18, 2019 the BOS appointed the following members to the Open Space & Recreation Committee for 1-year terms beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 
30, 2020: Ernest C. Ashley, Vincent S. Fennell, Louis A. Randazzo, Thomas Starr, Asma A. Syed, Patrick J. Waddell, Ann B. Weeks  
 
• Call to Order – In the absence of the chair, and with a quorum present, Ms. Syed called the meeting to order at 7:38 pm. 
Committee present: Ernest Ashley, Chair (A-8 pm); Asma Syed, Vice Chair; Vincent Fennell; Louis Randazzo; Tom Starr; Ann Weeks  
Not present:  Patrick Waddell 
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator / OSRC Support; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
 
 
  Review Wenham Lake bench location  
 Map of Wenham 

The Salem Beverly Water Supply (SBWSB) approved an alternate location for the proposed bench.  In addition to Wenham 
Lake on Cedar Street the SBWSB proposed a specific location on the Wenham Canal path, approximately halfway to the bridge 
on the right-side trail that runs along the Wenham Swamp.  If this is the preferred location, the SBWSB noted that site 
preparation would be need to be done prior to the bench being installed.  
After a brief discussion the committee agreed the canal would be a suitable location for the bench, provided the site work 
needed was within the approved budget. 
 
Vote: The Committee voted unanimously to approve the Wenham Canal location for the bench, as offered by the Salem Beverly Water Board, 
contingent onsite preparation being within the budget and the ability to get the bench to the location. 
 
 
  Review Trail Mapping Project progress  
 
Ms. Berry referenced an older version map of trails in Wenham as a referenced for discussion of the 2019 trail mapping project.   
Ms. Berry noted that the parcel data update would be completed prior to the start of the trail mapping project.  
Ms. Berry, along with Carol Lloyd, Essex County Trail Association, did a baseline GPS to map the length of some trails around 
Wenham Lake to include in the trail mapping project.  Private trails will be mapped for possible future use or easements but not 
released to the public.  

(Mr. Ashley arrived). 
Ms. Berry spoke about the Fulcrum app, a paid subscription that will be available for download for the duration of the project; 
there is no cost to the volunteers.  Ms. Berry referenced the overhead screen for an online demonstration of the app. 
On a side note, Mr. Ashly noted GPS drains a cell phone battery quickly and recommended volunteers be advised to carry extra 
battery packs for cell phones; this would be included in the volunteer’s packet of information. 
Volunteer training was set for Wednesday September 18 at 7pm to possibly be held at the HW Library. 
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Center for Community GIS – CCGIS  
 CCGIS Invoice dated August 8, 2019 

Ms. Berry explained an invoice in the amount of $1500 needed to be signed by (a majority) of the OSRC members in order for 
her to submit the first installment.  This was the first of two payments to initiate work on the scope of work outline in the 
project work order for the trail mapping and conditions assessment in partnership with Essex county trails associations. 
Those present signed the invoice. 
 
  Evaluate parcels using the OSRP parcel ranking matrix  
 PowerPoint base map 
 Parcel Ranking Matrix   

Ms. Berry informed the committee that since the last meeting, she was made aware that there is a barn on the property of 9 
Maple Street that is of historical significance.  Taking this into consideration, the overall matrix score for 9 Maple Street was 
changed to reflect the historical importance of this property.  
  
The committee addressed and completed the parcel ranking for:  
69 Cherry Street - agricultural property in Chapter 61A  
74 Cherry Street – the front portion of the property (Cherry Street) is agricultural in Chapter 61A; the back portion of the 
property including Muddy Pond is in a partial Conservation Restriction. 
 
 
  Edit/Approve July 15, 2019 Meeting Minutes  
Vote: The Committee voted unanimously to approve the July 15, 2019 minutes as edited. 
 
 
  Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
 
The next OSRC meeting was scheduled for September 16. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.20.19 
 


